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SIXTECHNIQUES FOR REVISING A POEM
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CREATE AN ERASURE OUR OF EXISTING TEXT

Erasure is the intentional erasing, covering, and blacking or whiting-out of a
source text to create new work from the remaining words.

REPLACE ALL PUNCTUATION WITH CAESURAS

Caesura means a gap or pause within a line. On paper, it could physically
look like white, blank space between words. For example, where there once
was a comma are several spaces, creating a physical "pause" between words.

NOUN + 7 WORDS

Choose a noun within your piece. Find that noun in the dictionary and count
7 words forward. Replace the original noun with the word you've found.
What does it change to the dimension of the poem?

LINEATE PROSE

Add line breaks into your sentences. What might need to be subtracted?

UN-LINEATE PROSE INTO PROSE

Remove line breaks from your sentences. What might need to be added?

CHANGE THE POINT OF VIEW

If writing in the first person, see what happens when you change into the
second person or the third person omniscient.
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