
Troy Bronsink of The Hive shared the following quotes during our time together for the
March Mindful Poetry Moments gathering.

"To be in the world is to be distant from the homeland of wholeness. We are confined by
limitation and difficulty. When we bless, we are enabled somehow to go beyond our present
frontiers and reach into the source. A blessing awakens future wholeness. We use the word
foreshadow for the imperfect representation of something that is yet to come. We could say that
a blessing “forebrightens” the way. When a blessing is invoked, a window opens in eternal time.”
-John O’Donohue, To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of Blessings

"The Inward Sea"
—Dr. Howard Thurman

There is in every person an inward sea,
And in that sea there is an island
And on that island there is an altar
And standing guard before that altar is the 'angel with the flaming sword.
Nothing can get by that angel to be placed upon that altar unless it has the mark of your inner
authority.
Nothing passes 'the angel with the flaming sword' to be placed upon your altar
unless it be a part of 'the fluid area of your consent."

“In Louisville, at the corner of Fourth and Walnut, in the center of the shopping district, I was
suddenly overwhelmed with the realization that I loved all those people, that they were mine and
I theirs, that we could not be alien to one another even though we were total strangers. It was
like waking from a dream of separateness, of spurious self-isolation in a special world, the world
of renunciation and supposed holiness… This sense of liberation from an illusory difference was
such a relief and such a joy to me that I almost laughed out loud… I have the immense joy of
being man, a member of a race in which God Himself became incarnate. As if the sorrows and
stupidities of the human condition could overwhelm me, now I realize what we all are. And if
only everybody could realize this! But it cannot be explained. There is no way of telling people
that they are all walking around shining like the sun.” —Thomas Merton, Conjectures of a Guilty
Bystander


